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COVID-19 UPDATE
All regularly scheduled in-person GPM Calendar events have been
restarted. See page 4 for details. If you have any questions, contact
the event host listed in the calendar. ExCom meetings continue to be
held using Zoom, although some future meetings may be in person at
locations to be announced. All members are welcome to join these
virtual meetings. Details may be found in the GPM Calendar. Two
event hosts have scheduled events using Zoom. Details on p 4.

QUESTION: WHAT WOULD YOU SAY IF WE STOPPED PRINTING THIS
GPM QUARTERLY AND JUST SENT OUT A PRINTABLE PDF ATTACHED
TO AN EMAIL? (We could save over $2000/yr) email a response to
editor@phoenixmensa.org

Treasurer's Report YTD as of 31 Dec 2023

Income 8,702.50
Expenses 8,855.58
CU GPM General Account 8,157.63
CU GPM Savings 55.00

Total $8,212.63
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GPM ExCom Minutes

Submitted by David Pivin, Recording Secretary

The ExCom meets the 2nd Sunday of each month
primarily by Zoom Teleconference or at the Hilton
Garden Inn Midtown, 4000 N. Central Ave., Phoenix,
at 2 PM (Consult GPM Live Web Calendar for
location ).

ALL MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED
AND INVITED TO ATTEND

October 8, 2023

The meeting was called to order at 2:01 PM as a
Zoom teleconference. Present online were LocSec
Marni Landry; Recording Secretary and MAAM Editor
David Pivin; Treasurer Jim Delton; Assistant LocSec
Gene Holmerud; Members at Large Judy Herrmann
and Seth Forester; Member Richard Morris; Guest
Pete Costantino.

Approval of Minutes

ExCom Meeting, 10 September 2023 - Motion to
Approve by Dave Pivin. Gene Holmerud seconded.
Motion passed at 2:02.

Old Business

» Thanksgiving status - From Pete Costantino:
Humanist Center (HSGP) available. We can have it.
Pete to provide a $250 Donation for reserving the
space. Have use of a kitchen, we just need to do
table/chair setup. Parking for 40 cars available. Need
to provide insurance. Location 627 Rlo Salado Pkwy
near Country Club. Move to have Thanksgiving at
HSGP for $250 donation made by Judy Gene
Seconded. Passed at Quote $1800 for 50 meals
including Desert. Setup 12:30, serve at 1. Motion to
approve expending $1805 for catering, plus ~$1200
for beverages up to $3000 by Judy Herrmann, Gene
seconded. Discussion: a cap of 50 people. Motion
Carries at 2:33 PM. RSVP to include request for
setup volunteers at 10:00 AM.

» Scholarship chair position - Need a new volunteer,
tabled.

» Game purchase status - Three games purchased
by Chris. Reimbursed by Treasurer $167.

New Business

* New GPM Zoom Acct. - Needed for several uses.
Use LocSec email for the account? $150/yr minimum
level. Jim has a free account that he has used. Judy
does also. Motion by JIm Delton that we subscribe to
a $150 account under Treasurer email address. Judy
seconded, passed 2:45 PM.

» Adopt A Road sign status ($50, 2 lines, 20 char ea.)
- Marni states that Oct 22 is cleanup scheduled.
Supplies replenished. Move that we purchase the
signs with words. Phoenix Mensa D. Sebesta
Memorial for $100 by Dave Pivin, second by Jim, who
will open the account. Passed at 3:00 PM.

» Meet a Friend/Chatting bench idea - from Richard,
to be used at all events. Consists sign above a
seating area. Assigned to Lynda & Ruth via email by
LocSec

» Appoint replacement Parliamentarian - Nominated
Richard Morris. Move to appoint by Jim, Dave
seconded. Passed 3:05 PM.

Officer Reports

Treasurer - Sebesta reimbursement check $1664.63
cleared. Income: $776.15 from NO. Dividend $0.19.
Other minor expenditures totaled $69.86.
Spreadsheet up to date. Effort to match the
spreadsheet to the bank account resulted in a credit
entry of $19. Accounts are up to date. Total funds
$10,556.51, Checking $10,501.51, Savings $55.00.
MAAM Editor - Quarterly Out, looking into how
membership is informed of Newsletter PDF. Little
feedback on whether it is worth spending $600/qtr to
mail it. Only 2 said electronic is fine, with no feedback
at all favoring mail. | will continue to ask.
Parliamentarian - Shouldn’t have 2 motions on the
floor without clearing one first.

LocSec - Can’t be at next ExCom, Gene to work on
agenda.

All others - NTR.

Comments from Members or Guests
* NTR

Next Meeting
12 November 2023, 2:00 PM by Zoom
Teleconference.

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn by Dave, Gene seconded. Motion
passed at 3:30 PM.

November 12, 2023

The meeting was called to order at 2:00 PM by Zoom
Teleconference. Present were AsstLocSec Gene
Holmerud; Treasurer Jim Delton; Recording
Secretary and MAAM Editor Dave Pivin; Members at
Large Lynda Zeise, Seth Forester, Judy Herrmann;
Members Dick Morris, Greg Pitz, Ruth Forester;
Guest Pete Costantino.

Approval of Minutes

ExCom Meeting, 8 October 2023 - Motion to Approve
by Richard Morris. Jim Delton seconded. Motion
passed at 2:04 PM.

Old Business

» Status of new Zoom account - Working fine. Two
virtual events running as usual. AdHoc Event
available at any time. Formally documented on
GPM site and in eUpdate and GPM Calendar.

« Status of “Adopt A Road” sign purchase -
Application and payment made, waiting for payment
to clear in CU account. City activity is in process.

New Business

» Setting next Adopt A Road event date - proposed
1/20/24 10am to coincide with RVC 9 visit (trash then
lunch). Request budget to buy lunch for RVC and
volunteers that day (Marni) Jim Delton moved to
proposed to authorize lunch 2nd by Lynda Zeise. Vote
approved at 2:12 PM.

» New forum lead volunteer Dick Morris, with
Richard. Greg Pitts said he would. Richard moved
that they be Name Co-Chairs of Forum Judy
seconded. Vote approved at 2:16 PM.

Officer Reports

Treasurer - Total funds $8,395.74, Checking
$8,340.74, Savings $55.00.

Members@Large - Lynda & Ruth discussing having
an orientation for new and rejoining members. The
idea is to have an informal introduction in person,
done by a GPM volunteer, describing what GPM is
about and our events. Tentatively would be at a
volunteer’s home or a convenient restaurant chosen
by the volunteer. We would reimburse any cost. A
proposal describing this process with associated
expenses was requested from them.
Parliamentarian - Proctor trainee (Steve Broe)
session was successful. There were 12 new
candidates tested.

AsstLocSec - Marni collected trash alone.

All others - NTR.

Comments from Members or Guests
Pete update for T-Day 18 25 10/13 Mad.

Next Meeting
10 December 2023, 2:00 PM via Zoom
Teleconference.

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn by Richard Morris, Lynda
seconded. Motion passed at 2:45 PM.

December 10, 2023 (pending approval)

The meeting was called to order at 2:01 PM via Zoom
Teleconference. Present were LocSec Marni Landry;
Treasurer Jim Delton; Recording Secretary and
MAAM Editor Dave Pivin; Parliamentarian Richard
Morris; Members at Large Judy Herrmann, Seth
Forester; Guest Pete Costantino

Approval of Minutes
ExCom Meeting, 12 November 2023 - Motion to
Approve by Richard Morris. Jim Delton seconded.

January - February - March 2024

Motion passed at 2:03 PM.

Old Business

» Speaker forum status update - Dick Morris - PV
town hall not available. Two places researched - #1
Chinese “dance room” 16th St., #2 Ericson Institute
on Thomas, classroom setup. Up to 125 people. Cost
~$250 for either one.

+ January 20th Adopt a Road segue into RVC lunch.
Marni to provide write up to put in calendar.

New Business

* Discussion - Natl. dues increase. - Jim Delton will
put together a blurb for the MAAM + Richard Morris
will define a survey David to publish using
Mailchimp.

Officer Reports
Treasurer -reasurer - Possible Zoom billing problem
of being charged twice? No response yet.

Expenses in November:
Mail Chimp email - $24.30:
MAD Food — $666.10
MAD Room Rental - $250

Income:

Dues from National — $887.65
Dividend from CU - $0.68
Balance = $8212.63

Savings = $55.00

MAAM Editor - GPM Quarterly will go out at the end
of the month.

LocSec - Has a band aid covering the evidence that
she doesn't bounce well.

Members@Large - Ruth & Lynda - New member
welcoming proposal at a member’s house. Every
other month. Requested a reimbursement for
expenses budget of $600. Jim Delton moved, Richard
Morris Seconded. Motion passed at 3:05. Her [Ruth's]
proposal as submitted:

The objectives of this proposal are to meet with new
members and nearly new members, make them feel
welcomed. Introduced them to each other and to
Mensa. To show them what activities Mensa has then
find out what they would like in Mensa and what they
think Mensa is all about. To get them involved in
Mensa as well trying to turn them into volunteers.
Meetings for these new members and nearly new
members would preferably take place in a member's
house.

Or have one volunteer for the purpose to gather
additional members for that purpose. There will be
refreshments served. Conversations will be
encouraged, talking to these new members trying to
get them to open up. We will hold these meetings
every other month, more frequently if necessary. This
would also include mentoring these people taking
them to events matching one member with one new
member that they would always have someone by
their side as they get acquainted more with Mensa. If
we find a new member would like to do something
different, an activity of some sort we can advertise
that to bring other members to do the activity. It could
be a one time activity or could be ongoing if we
decide to turn into a SIG.

There is a budget request for this project to reimburse
members for expenses connected with these
activities. They will include things like beverages,
napkins, plates minor snacks and other incidentals.
The actual cost for these activities is unknown and
will vary depending on the amount of new members
near new members that are invited, therefore a
budget of $600 a year be allocated for this activity,
with the opportunity to revisit this if there is a need for
an increase in the budget.

Next Meeting
14 January 2024, 2 PM via Zoom Teleconference

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn by Richard Morris, Jim seconded.
Motion passed at 3:15PM
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RVC9 Article - November 2023
From Rachel Kibler, RVC9

Welcome to November, Region 9! October
was a busy month. It started out with a
weekend of leadership development
workshops, which were amazing. You can find
the recordings at https://www.us.mensa.org/
lead/leadership-workshops/, and | encourage
you to check them out! Kimberly Strickland did
workshops on virtual events and utilizing
volunteers, our very own Simone van Egeren
(San Diego Mensa) talked about the history of
Mensa, and staff, board members, and
Foundation trustees all talked about the
various things they do. It was an incredible
weekend with a lot of engagement, and I'm
looking forward to the next one in March!

The next weekend was the board’s annual
planning meeting, followed by a regular board
meeting. Our planning meeting was
exhausting but excellent, and we surfaced a lot
of the larger issues we’re seeing with Mensa.
We can’t change the world, and one theme
that came up a lot in our re?ular meeting the
next day was that we can’t let perfect be the
enemy of the good. With that attitude, we
passed a lot of incremental changes that are
moving us in the right direction, even if we
haven't “arrived” where we want to be yet. It
was an energizing weekend. And bonus, we
ot to welcome our new national ombud, Chad
nderson (Greater Phoenix Mensa)!

On a serious note, many of the local groups in
Region 9 are looking for volunteers for board
positions. You'll be hearing from me more
directly in some of those groups, but if you're
interested in sitting on the local board, please
reach out to me at rachelregion9@gmail.com,
and I'll get you connected with the people who
need you.

Thanks for showing up in Mensa, for reading
along, for reaching out. This is a community
where you should be able to find your people,
and if you are struggling to do so, let me help!
My emails are always open. Happy
Thanksgiving, and happy trails!

RVC9 Article - December 2023
From Rachel Kibler, RVC9

Happy December, Region 9! As we move out
of autumn and into winter and the holidays, I'm
getting more and more excited about... Mensa
national elections! Yes! It's that time! As I've
been saying from the beginning, | would love
for there to be a contested election in Region
9, regardless of whether | run. I've heard some
rumblings from folx who are interested and
would love to hear more! You need to have
been a member in good standing for at least
six months prior to March 31, 2024 (those
months don’t need to be consecutive!), and
you need to have your membership dues for
the 2024-2025 year paid by the end of
January. On that note, consider renewing early
just in case! If you haven't yet talked to me
about what it means to be on the national
board, either in a nationally-elected position
(Chair, Secretary, Treasurer), or in my
regionally-elected role (Regional Vice Chair),
please do. It's both a lot more work than you
might expect and also a lot more opportunities
for joy than you might think. You can email me
at rachelregion9@gmail.com. Please don’t go
into this blind.

If you want the opportunity to talk in person, I'll
be in Tucson and Phoenix in January, at the
GLAAM (Greater Los Angeles Area Mensa)
Regional Gathering in February (https://
www.glaam.org/regional-gathering/stargazing-
2024/), and at the San Diego Mensa Regional
Gathering in May! For Mensans in my beloved
state of Utah, I'll be at some events, and I'm
always up for coffee or hot chocolate with
those here and those passing through! Let me
know if you're in my neck of the woods, and I'll
make time for you.

Thanks for all you do in Mensa. Keep
engaging (kindly) with each other. Show up,
volunteer, debate, dine, answer trivia
questions, and generally be excellent to each
other. Y’all make Mensa what it is.

January - February - March 2024

RVC9 Article - January 2024
From Rachel Kibler - RVC9

Happy New Year, Region 9! I'm starting to
work through my list of things | want to
accomplish this year; it's a lot! One of the
things I’'m excited about is handing over the
Regional Vice Chair (RVC) reins to a new
person! That's right, Mensans in the Far West,
American Mensa is in the throes of election
season! Find out more information at https://
www.us.mensa.org/lead/amc/elections/2024-
election-portal/. The elections for national and
regional officers are very important. These are
the people you are trusting to work for the best
interests of Am. Mensa and the membership.
They wrestle with hard issues on your behalf,
they listen to you and act on your concerns,
and they spend a lot of time and energy
working to improve the org. As you read this,
there is still time to put your name in the ring,
and do please reach out to me with questions
about it (rachelregion9@gmail.com).

Another fantastic opportunity to get involved is
to become a scholarship judge! If you're
interested in reading and judging scholarship
essays, Jenn Morris (San Diego Mensa) is our
Region 9 scholarship chair, and she’d love to
hear from you! You can reach her at
jennmorris.mensa@gmail.com.

My term as RVC9 ends July 1st of this year.
My schedule for visits in the rest of the term is
to be in Arizona in January (Tucson Mensa on
January 18th or 19th, Greater Phoenix Mensa
on the 20th), Greater Los Angeles Area Mensa
for their Regional Gathering (RG) in February
(Feb 16th-18th, register at https://
www.glaam.org/regional-gathering/stargazing-
2024/), and San Diego Mensa for their RG in
May (May 24th-27th, https://
sandiegomensa.org/events/regional-
gathering/)! | will also be at Mind Games in
Charlotte, North Carolina in April (https://
www.mensamindgames.com/), and then at the
Annual Gathering in Kansas City in July
(https://ag.us.mensa.org/)! Thank you for
caring about Mensa! ~

Introducing GPM Forum 2024

An introduction by GPM Forum Chairman,
Dick Morris

Hello, Mensa colleagues,

| am the Forum chairman for 2024. Although |
have been a Mensa member for more than 50
years, this is the first time | have been active.

In the context here, a forum is a meeting
where people can talk about a problem or
matter of general interest. With that in mind, |
plan programs with speakers or panel
discussions, always with time for audience
participation. | want to avoid politics and keep
the programs intellectual. If you, or somebody
you know, would like to participate as a
presenter or on a panel, please let me know—
the same with topics.

Here is a brief description of the January and
February programs. Full details in the GPM
online Calendar.

Saturday January 13, 2024

10:00AM to Noon - ME/P - GPM FORUM
2024 - Is Being Bright, Bright Enough?

Mensans should embrace critical thinking and
logic. Critical thinking is a learned skill that
disciplines the mind in reason, argumentative
rigor, clarity of expression, critical scrutiny, and
logical coherence.

The speaker is Dr. William Svoboda, retired
professor and ASU dean. Location: Burton
Barr Central Library, 1221 N Central Ave,
Phoenix 85004 in Meeting Room A. Doors
open 10:00 a.m. The program starts at 10:30.
Seating is limited. RSVP to:
forum@phoenixmensa.org Mensans, guests,
and the public are invited.

Saturday, February 10th, 2024

10:00AM to Noon - ME/P - GPM FORUM
2024 - What is it?

About 80% of Americans believe in a
supernatural power. The February Forum will

explore the question: What is the “it” believers
believe is their god? This is an intellectual
inquiry to learn if believers can intelligently
define what they believe in or if it is just a
feeling.

This is not “why” to believe or evidence of the
existence of a god. The subject is strictly
limited to intelligibly defining the god each
religion believes in. Each participant will
answer questions dealing with the definition or
internally inconsistent concepts.

The moderator is Dick Morris, who will keep
the discussion focused on the definition of
what the “it” in What is It. We won’t discuss
whether “it” (a god) exists—that’s another topic
for another day. It is not a debate or
confrontation. It is to be educational, and an
exercise in critical thinking limited to the
definition. There will be a Q&A afterward.

Location: Phoenix Public Library - Yucca
Branch, 5648 N 15th Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85015
Seating is limited. RSVP to:
forum@phoenixmensa.org Mensans, guests,
and the public are invited.
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Mensa Acronyms & Calendar
AG: Annual Gathering (convention)
AMC: American Mensa Committee
(Nationally elected/appointed Officers)
AML: AmericanMensa,Ltd. (National
Office Employees)
ASIE: Action Still In Effect (Existing AMC
or GPM policy)
ExCom: Executive Committee GPM
Greater Phoenix Mensa
LDW: Leadership Development Workshop
LocSec: Local Secretary/President
M/Ms: Mensan/Mensans
MERF: Mensa Education & Research
Foundation
MIL: Mensa International, Ltd.
NO: NationalOffice
RG: Regional Gathering
RVC: RegionalViceChair
SIG: Special Interest Group
SIGHT: Service of Information,
Guidance and Hospitality to Travelers

Calendar Event Codes
MO: Mensans, guests and prospects only.
ME/P: GPM Event, public welcome.
PE/M: Public event, Mensans welcome.
GYP: Event hosted by our Gifted Youth
Program to support our youth members,
families and guests.

IMPORTANT NOTE: As of the time this
calendar was printed, the following
information was current. For more current
information and updates, please go to the
website:
http://lwww.phoenix.us.mensa.org/

January 20th - Adopt a Road
9:00 AM to Noon - ME/P - ADOPT A
ROAD - Join your fellow Mensans in
cleaning the GPM mile in Scottsdale
(Osborn Rd from Scottsdale Rd. To
Hayden Rd.).
Meet at 9am in the Dentistry of Old Town
Scottsdale parking lot at 7449 E Osborn
Rd. Trash bags, Gloves & Safety vests
provided. Hats, good walking shoes,
water, trash picker-upper gripper, &
sunscreen recommend. | have 4 trash
grippers and 10 prs of gloves.
Meet afterwards 10:30am at Denny's for
brunch with RVC 9 Rachel Kibler. All

Adopt A Road participants will have
breakfast purchased for them.

RSVP to locsec@phoenixmensa.org so |
can plan accordingly. For more
information about the program https://
www.scottsdaleaz.gov/citizen-service/
adopt-a-road

Weekly Event Details
ME/P - Whine and Dine Happy Hour,
Wednesdays 5 - 7 pm - Due to scheduling
conflicts, only one meeting, January 17th ,
- Manuel’s Mexican Restaurant 2820 E
Indian School Rd. Phoenix AZ. It will be
necessary to RSVP Bill Taylor by noon
Tuesday, the day before, as to whether
you are coming or not, at
otherbill60O@hotmail.com, so he will be
able to make reservations for the actual
number attending. February and March
will repeat this 2nd Wednesday pattern
with other Wednesdays locations TBD.

Monthly Event Details
2nd Sunday
* MO - Executive Committee (ExCom), 2
- 3 pm via Zoom Teleconference or at a
location TBD. MEMBERS ARE
ALWAYS WELCOME!

2nd Tuesday

* ME/P - Ahwatukee M Happy Hour, 5:30
- 7:30 pm Join us for a drink, a meal
and stimulating conversation. Michael
Riordan, PHXRiordan@gmail.com
480.335.9890. Every second Tuesday
at CK's Tavern & Girill, 4142 E Chandler
Blvd, Phoenix, AZ 85048

2nd Saturday

* ME/P - GPM Forum 2024, 10:00 AM to
Noon. Topics and location vary. January
13 - Is Being Bright, Bright Enough? at
Burton Barr Central Library, 1221 N
Central. February 10th - What is it?,
Yucca Library, 5648 N 15th Ave. Please
RSVP to Forum Coordinator, Dick
Morris at forum@phoenixmensa.org for
info.

3rd Saturday

* MO - Mensa Dine-Out - 7:00 - Closing
Location Varies Each Month. For
January, join us at 7PM at TBD for an
evening of good food and conversation.
RSVP to Ellen Milner at
elsbells417@yahoo.com before
January 18th to reserve your place. We

January - February - March 2024

welcome newcomers and visitors to
give this event a try. We're a very
friendly group. AE - Adult Event.

4th Saturday

* MO -6:00 to 11:00 PM - Original
Games Night! Owl is $2.00 per person.
SO, WBC. New host, Chris Ingle may
be contacted at
christopher.ingle@yahoo.com or by cell
at 520-240-9810 for detailed directions
to location near Baseline Rd and Loop-
101 in Tempe.

GPM Virtual Meetiings

While all events have resumed in-person
meetings, the ExCom and two regular
virtual events continue. This might be a
good time to try and join one of these
meetings. They are attended well by many
GPMers you already know. Full details on
how to join are available on our web site:
http://phoenix.us.mensa.org/Info/
index.html

Sundays at 6:00 PM

VIRTUAL IDEA EXCHANGE discussion
group. You may propose anything of
interest to you. We discuss the topic(s) of
most interest. A book, movie, news item,
TV report, idea - ANY TOPIC of your
choice. Join Zoom Meeting (visit the
detailed link above for details) Pete
Costantino, pete@usa1944.com, will run
this meeting. Audio and Video required for
participation. Contact: Jim Delton,
jimntempe@yahoo.com. Feel free to email
Pete (cc Jim) with your proposed topics.

Saturdays at 3:00 PM

MENSA / INTERTEL VIRTUAL HAPPY
HOUR - Even introverts get tired of being
by themselves after a while! Are you
getting tired of only talking to your pets?
Connect virtually with other introverts on
Zoom! (visit the detailed link above for
details) Use the Zoom app, or use Zoom
in your browser, or use the audio on your
smartphone. Just follow the links on "Join
Zoom Meeting". Audio and Video required
for participation. BYOB - Bring Your Own
Beverage, Contact Judy Herrmann,
MensaDinner@gmail.com.

Greater Phoenix Mensa publishes a quarterly newsletter, the

Mensa requires the official newsletter to publish a calendar

Greater Phoenix

MENSA

GPM Quarterly, which contains the basic informaiton

required by GPM Bylaws and the American Mensa Editors

Handbook. The GPM Quarterly is available as part of
membership in Mensa at no cost to the member.

Office of Publication is:
PO Box 11931
Tempe, AZ 85284

POSTMASTER - Send address changes to:
Greater Phoenix Mensa
PO Box 11931
Tempe, AZ 85284

listing, election information, referenda and bylaws proposals,
Treasurer's Reports, and Ombudsman's official comments
and findings.

MENSA is an international society in which the sole
requirement for membership is a score at or above the 98th
percentile on any of a number of standardized intelligence
tests. Mansa is a not-for-profit organization whose main
purpose is to serve as a means of communication and
assembly for its members. Mensa® is registered at the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office as the collective mark of an
international membership association.
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